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          Ch1-The Planet Earth 

Asteroids 

Asteroids are small, rocky, airless fragments that orbit our Sun, but 

are too small to be called planets . Asteroids that pass close to the 

Earth are called North Earth objects.  

Between the orbits of Mars & Jupiter, there lies a belt of broken 

pieces of rock or planet like bodies called asteroids. This space is 

called Asteroids belt.  

The largest asteroid is Ceres, which has the equatorial radius of 490 

km and is also considered dwarf planet.  
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